CHIPMUNK FORMATION SOP

BRIEFING

3. Abriefing is to be given before every formation flight. All participants and the authorising
officer are to attend. The following points are to be covered where relevant: sib

a.

EranLPOPEIFTOFEMSAD

Nomination of leaders and deputy leaders, and the positions of alt aircraft in the
formation. ' :
Callsign.

RT procedures.

Procedures in the event of unserviceability on the ground and in the air.
Starting procedures.

Taxying and Engine Testing procedures.

Pre-take-off checks.

Take-off.

Climb.

Types of formation and spacing.

Manouevres to be flown.

Formation changes.

Planned leader changes.

Routing checks.

Limitations to be observed.

Hand signals.

Flying in cloud,

Lost contact procedures.

Recovery procedures and planned fuel calls.

Weather at base, diversions and operating areas.

Emergencies.

The following paragraphs expand on sonte of the foregoing points.

1



RT PROCEDURES
4.  The RT briefing is to include the following:

\‘_U_,/
a.  Frequencies/Studs to be used and their sequence.
b. Coliector frequency.
c.  Action to be taken in the event of loss of RT contact.
5.  After start, the leader is to check in the formation; all check-ins are to be initiated by the
leader in the form "CALLSIGN, CHECK IN", The second aircraft is to reply with the formation
callsign and his number; any further aircraft are to reply with their number only. '
6. 1f RT contact is lost after a frequency change, proceed as follows:
a. Listen out on previous frequency for 30 seconds.
b.  If contact is not re-established on the prewous frequency, the leader is to indicate the
* change to collector frequency by raising 2 fingers. e '
7. Orders given on RT are 1o be in the form of a 4-section transmission: e
eg "CALLSIGN, Stud 2, Stud 2, GO".
8.  Calls given for information may be given in a simplified form:
eg "CALLSIGN, INCREASING POWER".
START UP
9,  Ground handlers are to be briefed on the position of each aircraft in the formation and the
order of taxying. Pilots are to start up individually and carry out the RT procedu:es outlmed in
Para 5. :
TAXYING
10. Indispersal aircraft are to be taxied slowly and on the centreline. On the taxiway, aircraft .
are to be taxied with a minimum spacing of 50 metres between aircraft. ‘ “
ENGINE TESTING AND PRE TAKE-OFF CHECKS
11. Enginetesting and pre take-off checks are to be completed at the hoidmg point. Completion
of checks should be signalled to the leader by a thumbs-up passed from tail to leader.
" TAKE-OFF
12. Stream Take-off.
a.  Aircraft are to line up in vic, or echelon into any crosswind.
b.  When the formation is in position, the leader is to give the wind-up signal and open
the throttle to 1500 RPM. Whan the win, en mdlcate they are ready by a thumbs-
_up, the leader is to signal rofling by two taps o % then a nod of the
head. The minimum stream interval is 5 scconds.

sisan
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c.  Allaircraft are to use full power for take-off. Whenrequived by prevailing conditions,
the leader is to pull high by climbing at 60 kts to about 200 £, and is 10 réduce powser (o 1H) RPM
when safely airborne to allow the wingmen to catch-up. No 2 is 10 stay slightly Iuw and No 3
pull high after take-off, The last aircraft is to call when safely airborne. .

13. Formation Take-off.

a.  The maximum crosswind for a formation take-off is 10 kts for a Vic, 15 kts for a
pair.

b.  Aircraft should line up in vic, or echelon into wind for a pair plus singleton, in the

" standard formation position. .

c.  When all aircraft are in position, the leader gives the wind-up signal and opens the
throttle to 1500 RPM

‘signal rolling by two taps of the forchead and then a nod of the head and is to increase
power stowly to 1900 RPM. The normal lateral spacing is io be maintained throughoat
formation take-of¥s.

€. If asection is taking off as a pair and a singleton, the No 3 is to rol after an

interval of not less than 10 seconds using full power.

14. 4-Ship Take-off.

For a 4-ship formation, take-off is normally to be as 2 pairs at a minimum interval of 10 seconds.
If the wind is outside pairs limits, an individual stream take-off shoutd be used with a minimum
interval of 5 seconds. Aircraft should be lined up on the runway in 2 echelons into wind, as shown.
No2 should have the wheel nearest the leader on the centre-line. Alternativcly, the formation may
take-off as a vic and singleton. The runway spacing between the vic and the singleton on line-
up is to be 50 metres and the minimum interval is to be 10 seconds.” Note: If taking off with a
crosswind from the left, the line-up should be a mirror image of that shown above, ie Nos 1 and
3 remain element leaders, with Nos 2 and 4 lining up in the echelon port position on their element
lead. After take-off, the element leaders should individually call their wingmen to the echelon
starboard posmon. before the formation forms as briefed.

CLIMB
15. 'When weather conditions permit, a formation is to avoid entering cloud in the climb. If this
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